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AALS Professional Ethics Award

Presented by the AAIT

The AALS Professional Ethics Award recognizes translators and interpreters in the state of Georgia who exemplify high standards of ethical behavior in their everyday professional conduct and in response to specific crises and challenges, and raise awareness about the role that professional linguists play in bridging linguistic and cultural gaps.
Created and co-sponsored by Garry Guan of A-A Language Services (AALS) and presented by the Atlanta Association of Interpreters and Translators (AAIT), this award is intended to advance professional ethics among translators and interpreters and set examples to be followed by current and future generations of language professionals.  The award shall be presented once a year at the AAIT Annual Banquet.

Nominees shall be judged on the basis of narratives presenting real life events and factual information that embody the values extolled by the Award and are submitted in accordance with the Award’s Nomination and Eligibility Guidelines.

Eligibility Guidelines

The award shall be open to all translators and interpreters who have spent a significant amount of time in the profession (at least five years of provable experience, of which one or more years must have been spent as a resident of the state of Georgia).

Nomination Guidelines

Nominees must reside in the state of Georgia.

Nominations can be submitted by persons or organizations, which include but are not limited to any AAIT member, language services companies, and any individual who can attest to the nominee’s ethical and professional conduct.

Translators and interpreters may also self-nominate; in such a case, he/she will be required to provide one reference who may attest to the truthfulness of his/her story.

Submitters shall provide proof of the truthfulness of the 
facts they present in their nomination of candidates.
The events included in the narratives must have happened during the nomination period prior to the presentation of the award.

Narratives shall not exceed 600 words in length.

Only one narrative per nominee may be entered.

Submitters (other than self-nominees) may nominate more than one candidate.

A nomination form must be submitted to the Award Committee stating the name, address, phone number, 
and e-mail address of the nominee and of the nomination submitter if different from the nominee.

All submitted materials will become the permanent property of the AAIT and the Award Committee. Authors shall surrender their copyrights to such materials.

Nomination packets (including narrative, nomination form, and reference) shall be e-mailed to the AAIT at the President´s e-mail address: rosaburkard@earthlink.net, 

Nomination period: Nominations may be accepted at any time up to one month prior to the AAIT Annual Banquet.  

Award Presentation
The AALS Award will be presented to the recipient along with $500.00.

Award Committee

The Award Committee shall be composed of the following members:

· One permanent representative of AALS

· AAIT President

· One AAIT Board Member other than the President

· One AAIT Member

· One representative of a language services company

A new Award Committee shall be appointed every year. 
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